PENTECOST 23- SERVICE OF THE WORD- NOVEMBER 13, 2022
ZION, PHILIPSBURG
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional territory of the Anishinabewaki, Mississauga’s, and Neutral peoples. We give thanks to the Creator for this great gift and recognize our responsibility as treaty people to care for the land and waters that nourish us and give us strength. We also acknowledge that it is our duty to do more to learn about the rich history of this land to better understand our roles as residents, neighbours, caretakers, and sojourners.

GATHERING SONG Dearest Jesus, at Your Word (ELW 520)

2

1 Dearest Jesus, at your word
we have come again to hear you;
let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
and in glowing faith be near you
as the promises here given
draw us wholly up to heaven.

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight
lie in deepest darkness shrouded
till your Spirit breaks the night,
filling us with light unclouded.
All good thoughts and all good living
come but by your gracious giving.

3 Radiance of God's glory bright,
Light of light from God proceeding,
Jesus, send your blessed light;
help our hearing, speaking, heeding,
that our prayers and songs may please you,
as with grateful hearts we praise you.

4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
praise to you and adoration!
Grant us what we need the most:
all your gospel's consolation
while we here on earth await you,
till in heav'n with praise we greet you.


ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 221)
Welcome to worship on this 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, November 13, 2022.  We said goodbye to our summer weather this week, hopefully everyone got their outside work done!
We celebrated the life of Barbara Becker yesterday at the Mark Jutzi funeral home after her sudden death on Monday November 7. We will remember her family in our prayers today.
Arbour day was postponed due to the funeral. 

GREETING (ELW p. 213)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 213)
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy.
Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 213)
Glory to God……

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215)
Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

[bookmark: _Hlk118986408]FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a
A reading from Malachi.
Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God.
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98
 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done  marvelous things,
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
 2O LORD, you have made known your victory,
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein.
 8Let the rivers clap their hands,
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

[bookmark: _Hlk118986438]SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
A reading from 2 Thessalonians.
Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 216)
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON (ELW p. 217)
 

[bookmark: _Hlk118986506]HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me (ELW 767)

1 Lord, take my hand and lead me
upon life's way;
direct, protect, and feed me
from day to day.
Without your grace and favor
I go astray;
so take my hand, O Savior,
and lead the way.

2 Lord, when the tempest rages,
I need not fear;
for you, the Rock of Ages,
are always near.
Close by your side abiding,
I fear no foe,
for when your hand is guiding,
in peace I go.

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen
and night has come,
I know that you will strengthen
my steps toward home,
then nothing can impede me,
O blessed Friend!
So, take my hand and lead me
unto the end.


APOSTLES CREED (ELW p. 217)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk118988031]PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. A brief silence.
Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, Hear  our prayer.

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first responders and active-duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

[bookmark: _Hlk111714175]Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick, injured, anxious, depressed, or grieving a loss especially Sarah, Anne, Chris, John, Vivian, Stuart, Edna, Carole, Susan, Marg, Yvonne, the family of Barbara Becker, our members in long term care Esther, Robert, Rob, and Evelyn, and those we name out loud or in the silence of our hearts (pause).  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the gospel. Highlight ways we can better work together, help us to take risks with  creative thoughts and ideas to further the ministry of Zion. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died especially Barbara Becker. Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
PEACE (ELW p. 217)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you have created, now gather our gifts, and send us to those who hunger and thirst,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 219)
Salvation belongs to our God…..

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220)
Holy God, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, our Judge, as nature in the north cycles towards dormancy and death, we thank you for the sustenance of your Word.
For your Word of life, we give thanks.
 We praise you for speaking through Christ your Word, in whom is your authority, your truth, and the justice of your ways. When we are threatened by dangers and surrounded by evil, you speak to us of life that comes through Christ’s death.
For your Word of promise, we praise you.
 Grant us the endurance of the Spirit of your Son.
Upheld by the voice of your Word, may we persevere with courage, energy, and joy,
serving our neighbors faithfully until the end of our days.
For your Word of power, we plead.
 Abide with us in your Word, O God, that we may speak your blessing to others,
today and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING 
The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.`
SENDING SONG Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn?

Refrain
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,
and the world is about to turn.

2 Though I am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past
to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and to those who would for you yearn,
you will show your might, put the strong to flight,
for the world is about to turn. Refrain

3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress tow'r, not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
ev'ry tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. Refrain

4 Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:
God's mercy must deliver us
from the conqueror's crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. Refrain



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
Thanks be to God.

Content of service is from sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright ©  2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 Hymn texts and music are in public domain, except the following, reprinted by permission under OneLicense, license #A-736514
Canticle of the Turning- Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Lord Take my Hand and Lead Me- Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

